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Wolfiishi

Three species of wolffish

occur in eastern Canadian
waters: northern wolffish, e o
spotted wolffish, and SEN
Atlantic, or striped, wolf-

Striped

Spotted

fish. Their looks have

often inspired fear. In

actual fact, wolffish are

very docile and play an Kk
important role in marine q}f"‘"&‘
ecosystems. NoHHern

Wolffish have impressive teeth and jaw muscles that enable them
to crush the shells of adult whelks, periwinkles, and clams. Sea
urchins are a favourite food of the striped wolffish. This preference
for sea urchins helps to maintain healthy kelp ecosystems, since
large masses of sea urchins can consume whole beds of kelp,
turning them into urchin barrens. By keeping urchin numbers in
check, wolffish are helping to protect an important ecosystem that
many other species rely on for food, shelter, and nursery habitat.

All three species of wolffish experienced serious population
declines during the 1980s and 1990s. The Species at Risk Act
lists the northern and spotted wolffish as threatened and the
striped wolffish as special concern. Unfortunately, very little is
known about northern and spotted wolffish and almost no footage
exists of them in their habitat. This DVD takes a look at the
underwater habits of the striped wolffish and introduces the viewer
to fish harvesters who encounter wolffish at sea.
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m Comments from DVD viewers

“The blend of science-based interpretation and TEK
through interview and archival video footage format is
good.”

“AWESOME! Very comprehensive and hitting the nail
right on the head.”

“Hearing Jack Troake talk about the fish on the water for

miles chopping capelin, I, too, have seen and heard this
when | was a young boy.”



Atlantic Cod: All of us can lte/p/ S =

Until the 1960s, the abundance of Atlantic Cod in Newfoundland and Labrador waters was the largest in the world.
Today people are wor]zing to l)ring severely Jepletecl cod stocks back to their once bountiful levels.

1 ft. 10 in. (.55 metre), age 6,
1 million eggs*

Fish harvesters and fisheries scientists
are integrating knowledge from harvesters with scientific
research to learn more about cod behaviour and migration,
Qd tagged in September 2007 was recaptured 331 d
later bY ame harvester.

Bz

3 ft. 8 in. (1.12 metre), age 16,
25 million eggs”

\/
% 4 What you can do:

3 Learn more about cod and the
world’'s oceans. Ask a harvester
and plant worker about their
work. Talk with family and
friends about the importance of
healthy fisheries to coastal
communities.

Large cod are vital to
recovery. A female cod that lives
out her productive life span
(about 20 years) will have
produced 50 million eggs! At
16 she is only half way there.

What you can do:

Support fish harvesters who
promote stewardship initiatives
and recognize the importance of
protecting large fish. In the
recreational groundfish fishery,
be content with smaller fish.
Don’t highgrade. Imagine the
return of the big ones!

*Cumulative number of eggs during lifespan.
Few survive to maturity. Data vary with stock ea.
Standard length measurement (no tail fin).

W71at you can clo:

Take care of the nurseries. Prevent
damage to eelgrass and kelp.

Contnbutors: David Schneider, with John Brattey, Alain Frechet, Robert Gregory, Jeffrey Hutchings,

Reduce pollution and run-off, David Methven, George Rose, Jason Spingle, Joseph Wroblewski, and DFO staff
discharge of waste, or any activity  Egg numbers from a thesis by Cassandra Rideout, based on DFO data from George Lilly.
that makes the water murky. Hustration: Cynthia Colosimo. Photos: Kathleen Blanchard, Candace Cochrane, David Coté,

Robert Gregory, Pierre LeBlanc, Anne Reich, and Monty Way.
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m Placemat feedback

“That’s really interesting about those eggs.”

“Now we know that eelgrass beds are important nurseries for
cod.”

“Tourists would read the placemat and
then go down to the wharf to talk to
fishermen about what they read. | know,
because I’'m the daughter of a fisherman
and my father tells me so.”




Atlantic Cod: All of us can lle/p./

Until the 19605, the abundance of Atlantic Cod in Newfoundland and Labrador waters was the largest in the world.
Today people are working to bring severely depleted cod stocks back to their once bountiful levels.

Eelgrass and kelp beds in coastal waters 6 - 30 ft.
deep are nurseries for juvenile cod. They provide protection

from predators and abundant food to help young cod grow fast.

Limestone Barrens:
Ours to Protect!

Limestone barrens are found along the
‘western coast of Newfoundiand, from the
Port au Port Peninsula to the northern tip of
the Great Northern Peninsula, and along
sections of the Labrador Straits. The region
is @ hotspot of plant diversity.

The habitat s fragile.

ATVs

3. 8in. (1.12 metre), age 16,
25 million egy

4ft.1in. (1.25 metre), age 20,
Large cod are vital to Rl ntln soe
recovery. A female cod that lives
out her productive life span
(about 20 years) will have:
produced S0 milion eggs! Atage
16 she is only half way

Wltat you can ¢ J(r
Support fish harve:

groundfish fis
be content with smaller fish.
Don’t highgrade. Imagine the
return of the big ones!

Standard lngth measurement (10 tl fin

What you can do:

Take care of the nurseries. Prevent
damage to celgrass and kelp.
Reduce pollution and run-off, Sovs e oo

promote sm:nlshlp taives
n

Fish harvesters and fisheries scientists
are integrating knowledge from harvesters with scientific
research to learn more about cod behaviour and migration.
A cod tagged in September 2007 was recaptured 331 days
later by the same harvester.

What you can do:
Learn more about cod and the
world's oceans. Ask a harvester
and plant worker about their
work. Talk with family and
friends about the importance of
healthy fisheries to coastal
communities.

Schnoide,with John Bratey, Aain Frochot Robort Grogoy,
.

discharge of waste, or any activity &

that makes the water murky.

With support from:
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Large portions of one of the rarest habitats in Newfoundland and Labrador have been damaged

Tl

Today, community residents of the limestone barrens region are working to

protect this unique habitat and the rare and endangered plants that live there.

Long's braya, Braya fongi
Endangered. Heightto 10 cm.
Blooms late June, early July.

Three species found nowhere else in the world!
Protected under federal and provincial laws.

Fernald's braya,

Braya fernaidii
Threatened. Smaller than
Long's braya with smaller,

Purple saxifrage, Mayflower,
Sa 2

Earliest to flower. Leaves

and other vehicles

can kill plants and
damage their homes

Aecror Pont B
Biack Duck Eve

New Ferroifyea!

Piacemst by

e intervale.ca

Mountain avens,
Dryas integrifolia
Flowers follow the
sun. Dense hair on
underside of leaves

With support from &
Newfoundland

Canada S

@ Kruger QMhudo uEEmERY

excrete excess caicium

Dense mat-forming

plants are adapted for
7 harsh conditions and

short growing seasons.

Youth Ambassadors from the Straits
Elementary School in Flower's Cove
Spread the message
What you can do:
Use approved ATV and snowmobile routes.
Support community efforts to protect habitat.
Please be careful where you walk.

For more information, contact:
Limestone Barrens Habitat Stewardship Program
Tel: 709-225-3126 Email: Ibhsp@nf.sympatico.ca

Leatlwr[mcle Turtle in

. abrador Waters

The leath,

since the The species ha

population decline in recent years. Protected unde
s at Risk Act, the leatherback turtle is an end

ngyfoina’/and and I

It has survived

global

hack turtle is the world's

me of the dinosaurs. wced a

The leatherback turtie may mistake floating plastic waste
from bags, deflated balioons, and other objects for its
main prey—jellyfish. If ingested, these materials can
block the leatherback turtle’s gut, causing it to starve.

know that the
turtle can become entangled in fishing gear. Their
actions are vital 1o the species’ recovery.

Scientists from Dalhousie University and the Canadian
Sea Turtle Network tracked a leatherback turtle by
satellite from Newfoundland and the Gulf of St
Lawrence to Trinidad, off the coast of South America,
armiving at the same nesting beach twice in two years.

For information, visit www.seaturtie.ca.

Canacian Saa Tt Network

A powerful swimmer and a precise navigator,
the leatherback turtle migrates to our waters in
late summer and early fall. Leatherback turties
from Atlantic Canada migrate more than

4,000 km to nesting beaches i tropical regions

What you can do:

If you see a leatherback turtle, take a picture
or video. Note the date, time, and location.
Send the information to Dr. Jack Lawson

at Fisheriles and Oceans Canada:
whalesightings@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

If a leatherback turtle has become trapped
in fishing gear, contact Whale Release and
Strandings at: 1-888-895-3003 (toll free)
day or night.

Keop plastic waste from entering the ocean.

Ask professional fish harvesters about their work.

Scientists with Fisheries and Oceans Canada estimated
1,000 turtles in southern waters
dunng August and September of 2007. There have been
A “= approximately 500 reported sightings and encounters from
Fanen and Corars Cann 1946 t0 2010.
W upor from
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The leatherback turtle can reach over

2 m in length and weigh as much as

900 kg. It has black, leathery skin and

long foreflippers. The pink spot on the

head has a shape unique to each

animal. The leatherback turtie breathes
oy, air and can dive 10 1,270 m depth.

Three nonmigratory populations are
Threatened. Too many caribou are being
harvested Illegally and their habitat is being
disturbed. They need our help.

Woodland Caribou: Our Cullure, Our Future!
Le caribou des bois : notre culture, notre avenir!
Minas’tlgyau Atiku: Tshita Iniunan, Aiashkat tshita Iniunan!

mm;”anc‘[ nlt[uKangil: PiusituKavut, Sivunitsavut!

Trols non sont
Trop de caribous sont victimes de braconnage et leur
habitat est perturbé. lis ont besoin de notre aide.
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