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308 Lobster Boats Set Sail on November 10

Every year at this time, 308 lobster fishing boats head out to set the first traps of the season in
Southwestern New Brunswick. “Setting Day” always occurs the second Tuesday of November and marks
the start of one of the busiest weeks of the fishing year. Catches are high at the start and it is estimated
that fishermen make 35% of their income for the fall fishery during this first week. The fall season
officially lasts until January 15, but most fishermen finish up by Christmas.

The fall lobster season is an exciting time throughout the coastal communities of Southwestern New
Brunswick. Captains and crew, gear suppliers, lobster buyers and distributers, boat builders, machine
shops, hardware stores and even the Department of Fisheries and Oceans work tirelessly to prepare for the
start of the season. Our 308 lobster boats employ on average 3 fishermen each. That is 924 direct jobs
and as many as 1848 spin off jobs in the community. With a total of 2772 jobs, the lobster fishery is the
largest fishery in the region. The herring fishery is also important business in these parts, employing an
additional 1000 workers between the Connors Brothers sardine plant and the herring seiner fleet. Herring
is used as bait in the lobster fishery and is sold as the famous Brunswick sardines and kippers. These 2
fisheries alone are responsible for 3772 local jobs and that does not count the clamdiggers, periwinkle
pickers, dulse and rockweed harvesters, or the shad, gaspereau, eel, and sea urchin fishermen. Fishing is
clearly a vital component of the Southwestern NB economy.

If you are awake at 6am Tuesday morning November 10, watch as the fleet sets sail from our 22 fishing
wharves from St. Martins to Seal Cove on Grand Manan Island. Not all of Southwestern New
Brunswick’s fishing communities are small coastal villages. Even the City of Saint John is home to 13
lobster boats.

The Bay of Fundy fishery has always been a source of pride for New Brunswickers. It remains to this day
an important livelihood for many local families. We still see mostly fathers and sons and sometimes
grandfathers working together on the boats. Please support your neighbors and eat lobster this fall. The
cold waters of the Bay of Fundy are known around the world to produce the best quality lobsters and just
in time for Christmas dinner.
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